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STORMS AM) BEACHES -- 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology 

1, 

Vri t ing  i n  the Engineering News-Record, Victor Gelineau, d i r e c t o r  of the ...J 

New J e r s e y  S ta t e  Board of Commerce and Navigation, t e l l s  of the immense amount of 

damage done t o  beach property last win ter  by a s e r i e s  of onshore storms that swept 

the At l an t i c  seaboard from Flor ida  t o  the outermost coas t s  of Newfoundland and 

Labrador, Though recent  damage has been except iona l ly  heavy, such l o s s e s  go on 

from year  t o  year.  During the p a s t  century the shore l ine  of New Je r sey  i s  supposed 

t o  have receded a t  a n  average rate of 1 112 f e e t  a year. The taxable va lua t ion  of 

t h i s  s t a t e ' s  125 mi les  of beach proper ty  i s  more than $550,000,000,or $4,000,000 a 

mile of beach. No estimate has been made of the lo s ses  r e s u l t i n g  from b a t t e r i n g  

waves and invading maters, b u t  they must be enormous. 

I ITbat  these l o s s e s  are preventable,Il says Mr. Gelineau, %as been amply 

and convincingly demonstrated by experience on the New Je r sey  coast .  The recent  

storms wrought no damage on the f rontages  protected by the s ta te -a id  j e t t i e s  wi th  

bulkheads o r  sea m a l l s .  Outside the zones of these p ro tec t ive  devices  se r ious  

10s se B occurred. It 
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