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SVeather (as I may have remarked before)  has  i t s  f i n g e r  i n  every pie.  %e 

d i v e r s i t y  of i t s  role i n  the affairs of mankind is  t r u l y  as tonish ing .  The Virg in ia  

Agr icu l tura l  dxperiment S ta t ion  r ecen t ly  iasued a b u l l e t i n  on the subjec t  of m r k e t -  

ing l ives tock .  I t  appears t h a t  when c a t t l e  are shipged to  rmrket they genera l ly  lose 

weight i n  t r a n s i t ,  and t h i s  l o s s  i s  c a l p d  "shriiik.II I t  involves a corresponding 

loss i n  s e l l i n g  pr ice .  P a r t  of the loss may be regained at the market by feeding 

and vaterii ig.  The r e s u l t i n g  increase i n  weight i s  ca l l ed  "fill. 'I  

The b u l l e t i n  t e l l s  1x18 t h a t  both shrink and f i l l  are a f f ec t ed  by weather. A 

moderate r a i n  on the day before the c a t t l e  are mei:rhed at home leads  t o  shririkage. 

The reason is  that c a t t l e  e a t  l e s s  g ra s s  on a r a iny  day than on a dry  one, b e c a w  

the g r a s s  becomes muddy and hence loss  pala tab le .  A r a i n f a l l  of half an inch can 

thus reduce the weight of a 1,500-pound s t e e r  by about 13 pounds. 

On the o the r  hand maximum temperature a t  the market when c a t t l e  a r e  weighed 

f o r  sale i s  found t o  be c lose ly  r e l a t e d  t o  the auount  o f  f i l l .  This i s  because 

c a t t l e  dr ink  more water i n  hot  weather than i n  cold,  and increase correspondingly i n  

weight. 

Fahrenheit have been found t o  average about 20 pounds more f i l l  pe r  head than those 

Cat t le  weighed- on days when the maximum temperature wag about  80 degrees 

weighed on days when the maximum was 30 degrees. 
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