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- THE HOTTEST IJUTHdR 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A f a c t  now wel l  known though unsuspected a few generat ions ago i s  t h a t  

the h o t t e s t  weather on e a r t h  does not  occur anywhere near the equator  bu t  i s  found, 

during the summer half-year, i n  the great d e s e r t  areas that l i e ,  p a r t l y  i n  the  

temperate zones, near the Trogics of Cancer and Capricorn. 

a longer summer day than occur8 i n  lower latitudes, a combination of clear skies, 

d r y  air  and bare  s o i l  l eads  to an  in tense  hea t ing  of the ground, and the latter, 

i n  turn,  hea t s  the air ad jacent  to  i t  t o  excess.. 

I n  these a r e a s ,  during 

Weather s t a t i o n s  are too scarce i n  these d e s e r t s  to give us more than 

random samples of atmospheric conditions.  The h ighes t  ind iv idua l  reading  of  a 

shaded thermometer happens t o  have been made at a place 600 mi les ,  and the next 

h ighes t  a t  one 900 miles, north of the Tropic of Cancer: but wi th  the  es tab l i sh-  

ment of new s t a t i o n s  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y  poss ib le  t h a t  s t i l l  higher readings w i l l  be 

obtained ins ide  the t o r r i d  zone, though c e r t a i n l y  not  very  far inside.  

“hif;hest on record” -- 136 degrees Fahrenheit  -- wa8, however, observed i n  the 

nor th  temperate zone; v i z . ,  at kzizia, Tr ipo l i t an ia ,  on September 13, 1922. 

The present  
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