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Most schemes f o r  a l t e r i n g  climate on a l a rge  sca le  a r e  open t o  one obvious 

objection. flley might o r  might not nork; bu t  the cos t  of  t h e i r  execution would cer- 

t a i n l y  be prohib i t ive .  A r ecen t ly  much talked-of p l an  f o r  inj?roving the cl imate  of 

eas t e rn  S ibe r i a  s tands  upon a $Afferent foot ing.  'The pro:?osed method of accomplish- 

ing t h i s  pnxpose does not contemplate excessive expense i n  comparison wi th  the 

bene f i t s  sought. n e t h e r  these b e n e f i t s  wcxlld result  i s  another auestion. 

I n  the Sea of Japan a stream of co ld  n a t e r ,  the Liman Current,  flows south- 
a 

ward c lose  t o  the Siber ian  coas t  ,and/marm stream, the Tsushima Current,  northward 

alonG tho shores  of J q a n .  The cold cu r ren t  comes from the Sea of OWlotsk through 

the s t ra i t  between the i s l and  of Sakhalin and the mainland. There i s  a poin t  where 

t h i s  strait is  so narrow t h a t ,  we a r e  t o l d ,  i t  would be no g r e a t  engineer ing feat to  

close the strait  by a dam, Thus no more cold mater would e n t e r  the Japan Sea from 

t h i s  quarter. 

The cons t ruc t ion  of the dam i s  now se r ious ly  proposed as a means of g iv ing  

eas t e rn  S ibe r i a  a Farmer winter  climate, f r e e i n g  the Siber ian coast, including the 

harbor of Vladivostok, from i t s  lnintor i c e  blockade, and f r ee ing  the waters o f f  the 

same coas t  from the fog that usua l ly  p r e v a i l s  there  i n  summer. I n  winter, however, 

thQ Siber ian  coas t  gets i t s  cold weather from the west ,  and a warming of the Japan 

Sea might, by lowering barometric pressure there, increase the l n t e n s i t y  of the cold 

minds from the i n t e r i o r  of the cont inent ,  thus ma3cing the climate vcme  h s t e a d  O f  

b e t t e r .  
Summer fogs apparent ly  result  from the blowing of narm, moist e a s t e r l y  winds over 
the cold cur ren t ,  they  might be el iminated by i t s  abol i t ion .  Nobody really knows 
just w h a t  would happen if t h i s  p r o j e c t  mere carried. out. I t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  
as a s c i e n t i f i c  experiment.. 

There might be some reduct ion i n  the amount of ice offshore.  Since the 
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