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--- THE SIZE OF TROPICAL CYCWXES 

By Charles Fitahugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The severe cyclones of the t ro? ics ,  otherwise known as hurr icanes ,  a r e  of 

small area i n  comparison wi th  the cyclonic  storms of middle l a t i t u d e s .  This s t a t e -  

ment holds good whether i t  r e f e r s  t o  the e n t i r e  a r e a  i n  which the barometric pres- 

sure i s  low and the c i r c u l a t i o n  of the winds i s  under the inf luence of the storm, 

o r  merely t o  the much more r e s t r i c t e d  reg ion  in:whSah high winds prevai l .  

In  a t rorJ ical  cyclone the area wi th in  which, a t  any one time, winds are 

of hurricane force  i s  much smaller  than i s  gene ra l ly  sup9osed. Probably there  a r e  

many experienced navigators  mho do n o t  r e a l i z e  that the whole reg ion  of  dangerous 

minds o f t e n  has a diameter of not more than 20 Or 30 miles, and is sometimes even 

smaller than th i s .  The B r i t i s h  Meteorological Off ice  has  r ecen t ly  reported some 

t yp ica l  casesr 

Thus on December 2 ,  1922, the American SS. l l l k l ip se l l  encountered a cyclone 

i n  the Arabian Sea. The rfng of minds of hurricane force  w a s  only f o u r  m i l e s  wide, 

while the Ifcalm center"  enclosed i n  the r i n g  was four miles  i n  diameter. On 

September 21, 1922, a hurr icane passed over Bermuda. Observations i n  Hamilton 

Harbor showed t h a t  the r ing  o f  hurr icane winds was 15 miles wide i n  advance of the 

center:  the cen te r  was 7 mi les  i n  diameter;  and the hurricalle winds i n  the rear 

were 19 mi les  wide. I n  the typhoon t h a t  wrought g rea t  damage a t  Hong Yong on 

August 18, 1923, the r i n g  of des t ruc t ive  winds w a s  27 m i l e s  wide i n  advance of the 

center  and 12 miles wide i n  i t s  r e a r ,  the cen te r  being 7 miles  i n  diameter. 
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