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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

A long-familiar landmark has recently vanfshed from Pennsylvania Avenue 

i n  ','!ashington -- viz. ,  the Veather Bureau tkiosk," before mhich, during the t o r r i d  

spe l l s  f o r  which the American capi ta l  i s  a l l  to0 famous, perspiring ci t izens used 

to stand gazing at the thermometer. The readings of t h i s  instrument were paradoxi- 

cal. They were o f f i c i a l  and accurate, but the temperature they correct ly  recorded 

was that prevailing inside an unventilated i ron structure t h a t  became extremely 

Overheated under the sun's rays. In  hot weather they did not record the r e a l  air  

temperature of the c i t y  s t r e e t .  There were other weather instrurnsnts i n  the kiosk, 

and t h e i r  readings, too, mere more o r  less vi t ia ted  by fau l ty  exposure. 

For t h i s  reason the ':&ather Bureau has been gradually abandoning the 

kiosks that once occupied conspicuous locations i n  some f i f t y  American c i t ies .  A 

few remain, but  t h e i r  days are  numbered. Besides containing mrking  weather in- 

struments, the kiosks displayed the current weather map and other meteorological 

documents . 
The first American weather kiosks were erected about 25 years ago, the 

idea having been borrowed from hkope ,  where s t r e e t  pavilions of more o r  l e s s  

similar character have long been a familiar s igh t ,  especially at heal th  resorts.  

A majority of the European kiosks are  unoff ic ia l  and are maintained primarily for 

advert i si ng purpose s . 
( A l l  r igh ts  reserved by Science Service, Iilc.) 
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