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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

I f  you a r e  s?endin:y the summer where there  i s  a mater horizon t o  the west- 

ward, YOU will have a good chance, i n  clear weather,  Of g e t t i n g  a glimpse of the 

"green f l a s h "  a t  sunset. The chances a r e  equal ly  good of seeing i t  over a sharply 

defined e a s t e r n  horizon a t  sunr i se ,  if you happen. t o  be up e a r l y  enough, A t  sunset  

the last b i t  of the s o l a r  disk,  a t  the i n s t a n t  of disap2earing below the horizon, 

i s  l i k e l y  t o  turn  suddenly to  a b r i l l i a n t  green, which lasts but  a second o r  so. 

A t  sunr i se  the green f l a s h ,  if i t  o c c u s ,  is seen at the beginning o f  the s u n t s  

peeping over the horizon. 

This phenomenon i s  explained by the fact that the green r ays  of the sun- 

b e m s  a r e  bent more from a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  than the red and yellow, and hence reach 

the observer when the sun i s  so lopr that the red and yellow rays do not. Blue and 

indigo r ays  are bent s t i l l  more than green, and the flflashll occas icna l ly  assumes 

one of these co lo r s ,  bu t  u sua l ly  these rays a r e  l o s t  by s c a t t e r i n g  and abscrp t ion  

i n  passing through the long s t r e t c h  of atmosphere between the observer and a low 

The l a t e  Maxwell Hall, the Jamaican meteorologis t ,  used a card wi th  a 

Pinhole through i t  i n  watching f o r  the green f l a s h  a t  htontego Bay, where he was 

able  t o  see i t  on many days i n  succession. This device prevents the observer 's  

eye from becoming fa t igued  by the b r i g h t  red l i g h t  of the s e t t i n g  sun and seeing 

the comylementary co lor  green merely as a physiological  a f t e r - e f f ec t .  
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