
1 
Science Service Feature 

Released upon r e c e i p t  
bu t  intended f o r  use 
A u g u s t  14, 1933 7 WHYTWWUTHER ? Mailed August 7 ,  1933 

I 

I 
I 
I 

-- TOO MUCH VIEATHER OBSERVING? 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

A t  thousands of weather s t a t i o n s  throughout the world many mi l l ions  of 

observat ions are, i n  the aggregate ,  taken every year ,  and i n  recent  years the 

number of such observat ions has g r e a t l y  increased. Aviation has l e d  to  the 8s- 

tablishment of a hos t  of new s t a t i o n s  and a l s o  t o  a n  increase i n  the frequency of 

observat ions a t  any one s t a t ion .  Certain n e w  methods of weather fo recas t ing  ca l l  

for  a denser network of observing s t a t i o n s  than was formerly thought necessary f o r  

the information of forecas te rs .  The methods of ~trnicroclimatology,ll appl ied  es- 

p e c i a l l y  t o  the r e l a t i o n  of p l a n t s  t o  climate, l ikewise demand a v a s t  multiplication 

i n  the number of s t a t ions .  

I n  view of t h i s  rap id  growth i n  the business  of observing weather, i t  i s  

i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  r e c a l l  an astounding suggestion made a t  a meeting of the B r i t i s h  

Association f o r  the Advancement of Science i n  1902 by D r .  (now S i r )  Arthur Schuster. 

He sa id :  

Wost  e a r n e s t l y  do I be l ieve  that the subjec ts  of meteorology and te r res -  

trial magnetism, and poss ib ly  a l s o  sf atmospheric e l a c t r i c i t y ,  could be mst guickly 

advanced a t  the present  moment if a l l  observat ions w e r e  stopped for f ive  pars ,  and 

a l l  the energy of a l l  observers and computors concentrated on the d iscuss ion  of the 
results obtained and the prepara t ion  of an  inproved scheme of observations f o r  the 
future. 1’ 

se r ious ly  and l i t e r a l l y .  
he managed t o  s t ir  up a horne t ’s  nest among meteorologists.  
any rate, wi ld ly  impracticable* 
suggested in t e r rup t ion  of observat ions would be calamitous i n  the extreme. 

I t  i s  hard t o  be l ieve  t h a t  Schuster meant t h i s  suggestion to be taken 
Perhaps he spoke with a Shavian tongue i n  h i s  cheek, bu t  

For both s c i e n t i f i c  and p r a c t i c a l  reasons,  the 
The proposal was, at 
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