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PHENOL0 GY 

By Charles Pitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

Phenology has  nothing whatever to  do wi th  phrenology, and we trust the 

p r i n t e r  w i l l  not misspell our t i t l e .  

The word was introduced i n  1853, b u t  the subjec t  is  much o lder .  

The old-fashioned s p e l l i n g  mas llphaenology.11 

The phenologist  records year after year the da te s  of various seasonal 

events  i n  the l i v e s  of c e r t a i n  se l ec t ed  Species Of  p l a n t s  and animals,  including the 

f irst  appearance of leaves ,  blossoms and r ipe  f r u i t ,  the beginning of leaf-fall i n  

the autumn, the a r r i v a l  and departure  of migrating b i r d s ,  and SO for th .  

from long records thus obtained fu rn i sh  a m a n s  of t e l l i n g ,  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  mar,  

Averages 

whether a seascn i s  e a r l y  o r  l a t e ,  and how much. 

P lan t s  and a n i m l s  -- e s p e c i a l l y  the former -- serve as meteorological in- 

struments, which, ins tead  of recording only the temperature, o r  the r a i n f a l l ,  o r  

some o ther  s ing le  element of weather, r e g i s t e r  the combined e f f e c t s  Of a l l  weather 

Phenomena that have any influence on l i f e  and growth. Phenol0,:ical statistics a n d  

c h a r t s ,  so far as they e x i s t ,  are useful t o  farmers as a guide i n  s e l e c t i n g  e a r l y  o r  

l a t e  v a r i e t i e s  o f  crops, f r u i t  trees, e tc . ,  f o r  p lan t ing ,  not only to enhance the 

Probabi l i ty  of favorable  weather, b u t  a l s o  t o  dodge the depredations of i n sec t s  hav- 

ing a seasonal occurrence. 

l og ica l  da t a ,  and there  i s  great need of s t imula t ing  the co l l ec t ion  of such data .  

There are many o the r  possible  app l i ca t ions  of pheno- 

A t  one time phenological observers were qui te  numerous i n  the United S t a t e s ,  b u t  a t  
Present  there  are more i n  Canada and a g rea t  many more i n  &rope. 
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