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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

Rain reddened with dus t ,  blown i n  most cases from d e s e r t s ,  i s  f a i r l y  

Common i n  some parts of the world: notably i n  southern Europe, where so-called 

"blood r a i n s , "  once an  objec t  of supe r s t i t i ous  t e r r o r ,  have been recorded s ince  

remote an t iqu i ty .  

and we read i n  an  a r t i c l e  by Ivan 3. Houk: 

iVhere there  i s  so much red r a i n ,  there  must sometimes be r e d  hail, 

flSooletimes colored raindrops wi th in  a cloud f o r m t i o n  d r i f t  i n t o  the 

v e r t i c a l  air  cu r ren t s  t h a t  accompany the typ ica l  thunderstorm and a r e  ca r r i ed  up 

i n t o  the regions where the temperatures are below freezing: whereupon colored hail-  

stones am formed. Hailstones of such a nature  f e l l  near Castlewellan,  England, on 

May 7, 1885. zi1 t h i s  instance about one stone i n  a hundred had a decided red. co lor  

all through i ts  f o w t i o n ,  the amount of color ing matter present  being s u f f i c i e n t  to  

s t a i n  the f inge r s  when the ice melted. A s i m i l a r  case occurred. i n  Russia, i n  June, 

1880, only i n  this instance the colored. ha i l s tones  were a pa le  red ins tead  of a de- 

cided r ed ,  the moun t  of color ing matter present  ei ther being somewhat l e s s  than i n  

the English storm, o r  of a somewhat l i g h t e r  color.11 
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