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HEAVY DUSTFALLS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talrnan, 
Authority on Ye teorology. 

m e  moun t s  of d u s t  t h a t  shover dovn from the sky a r e  soinetimes enormous: 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  so Then the depos i t  of the s o l i d  ma te r i a l  I s  acce lera ted  by the fall- 

ing of r a i n ,  Some exaa9les are mentioned by Mr. I. E. HOuk i n  a recent  magazine 

ar t ic le  : 
4, 

The yellom fog of Yarch/1915, i n  Japan, l e f t  a depos i t  a quar te r  of an  

S mud r a i n  i n  southern France, i n  1846, l e f t  a deposi t  so thick t h a t  inch deep. 

the people had t o  disconnect t h e i r  downspouts and clean their  roof gu t t e r s .  I n  

the hbopean  d u s t f a l l  of Karch, 1901, measurements at Taormina, S i c i l y ,  by Frofes- 

sor A. Vi. Scker ,  indicated a depos i t icb  of  about seven tons of mater ia l  pe r  square 

m i l e .  Since the  storm covered a t o t a l  land area of about three hundred thousand 

sauare miles, the t o t a l  quant i ty  deposited on the land alone must have been about 

two mi l l i on  tons,  o r  approximately f i f t y - s i x  mil l ion cubic f e e t ,  emugh t o  cover 

tno average s ized  c i t y  blocks to  a depth of three hundred fee t .  In the American 

dus t  storm of  March 9,1918, measurements a t  Nadison, Wisconsin, ind ica ted  a deposi- 

t i o n  of about 13.5 tons per square m i l e ,  approximately twice the quant i ty  deposited 

p e r  square m i l e  i n  the European storm of March 1901. 
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