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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on 'Meteorology. 

me long story of the wind vane, which begins, so far as recorded, with 

the bronze Triton that crowned the Tower of the Yinds at Athens i n  the second crtntury 

Be C . ,  leads up, i n  OUT own day, to the in te res t ing  Wevices that t e l l  the aviator  

i n  fli&t haw the wind i s  blowing near the ear th ' s  surface. These wind indicators 

form par t  o f  the equipment of every airport .  

The wind-cone, wind-sleeve, o r ,  as many p i l o t s  c a l l  i t ,  wind-sock, i s  a 

sleeve of l i g h t  fabr ic  open a t  both ends, shaped like a truncated cone when in- 

f la ted  by the wind blowing through i t ,  and suspended by one end fro+@ r i g i d  sup- 

port. When properly suspended the cone stande out nearly horizontally i n  the 

direct ion of the wind, if one is blowing. In  calm weather the cone hangs down un- 

inf la ted and thus shows the absence of wind. By night the cone i s  usually illumi- 

nated by e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s  ebove it. 

The wind-tee is  a large Fshaped wind vane, having the general appearance 

Of an airplane.  I t  is made conspicuous by day by al ternate  stripes of black and 

Orange and is illuminated by night by rows of e l e c t r i c  lemps, o r  in some cams by 

neon tubes. 

t a i l  of large v e r t i c a l  surface. 

I t  i s  mounted q L a  ver t ica l  axis and i s  kept headed to  the wind by a 
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