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-- THE LO'AEST BARWZTER_ W I N G  

By Charles Fitzhugh Taban,  
Authority on Meteorology. 

I n  the Journal Off ic ie l  of Madagascar f o r  March 28, 1899, appeared an 

a r t i c l e  describing a severe cyclone, as experienced a t  the town of Voh&mar, 

wri t ten by the l o c a l  administrator a t  t h a t  place,  k. Faucon. The lowest reading 

of tlm author 's  barometer during the passage of the storm was stated. as 628.9 

millimters (24.76 inches),  which i s  decidedly lower than any other  sea-level 

reading of a barom t e r  ever reported i n  the world. 

auoted the same year i n  the Annales Hydrographiaues (Paris)  and eventually found 

This remarkable figure w a s  

i t s  way i n t o  the Uonthly ',Teather Review -- the o f f i c i a l  journal of the U.S. 

:bather Bureau -- f o r  Karch, 19110 

Nom more than 34 years a f t e r  I$. Faucon, who was an ex-naval o f f i c e r  and 

2robably read h i s  barometer correct ly ,  published h is  account of the storm, I 

learn  from the d i rec tor  of the meteorological service i n  1ladGascar tha t  the 

reading above quoted was a p r i n t e r ' s  e r r o r  f o r  728.9 millimeters -- quite a d i f -  

fe ren t  story4 

More trustworthy i s  a reading of 665.1 millimeters (26.18 inches),  

observed aboard the Dutch steamship IlSaparoeatl while passing through the center 

Of a typhoon 400 miles e a s t  of Luzon August 18, 1927. Probably t h i s  is  a tlworld 

The sh ip  had a barograph (an instrument t h a t  makes a continuous auto- 

-t ic record of pressure), but the record-sheet was not graduated f o r  so low a 

reading. The pen passed off the sheet ,  and readings were then made from a rnercu- 

rial barometer. The lowest was checked by several  persons. 

Even lower pressures doubtless occur i n  tornadoes, bu t  they have never 
been measmiid. 
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