
A, Science Service Feature 
Released upon receipt  
but intended f o r  use 
August 26, 1933 ? W K Y T H E W E A ~ R  ? Mailed August 19, 1933 

I I 

WHEX LIGKPNING RODS FAIL - 
By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

llInducedfl sparks soinetimes occur between ungrounded metal objects  inside 

buildings at the time of a l ightning discharge. Such a spark m a y  i g n i t e  escaping 

gas and thus start a f i r e  even when the  building is f u l l y  equipped with l ightning 

rods. A remarkable case of t h i s  kind once occurred i n  Brussels. The City H a l l  

was provided with 60 lIaigretteslt -- v e r t i c a l  l ightning rods with c l u s t e r s  o f  points 

at t h e i r  t ips .  

ground electrodes had a total contact area o f  more than two and a half mill ion 

The t o t a l  number of these points was more than 500, and the three 

aquare feet .  

S i r  Oliver Lodge mote i n  1889: "Of a l l  tho buildings i n  the world not 

wholly made of metal, the Hotel de Vil le  at Brussels was and is the most  per fec t ly  

and elaborately protected. No e l e c t r i c i a n  e x i s t s  who would not a year ago have 

asser ted,  had he gone over it, that it was absurdly and exaggeratedly s a f e  f rom 

damage by lightning. Last July i t  was s t ruck  and s e t  on fire." 

Gas f rom a leaky main was igni ted by an induced spark. 

( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service, In&.> 

SCIENCE SERVICE 

Washington, D. C. 
21st and Constitution Ave. 


