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TORNADOES DURIIJG A DUST STOW 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology 

Kansas has a reputation f o r  tornadoes. Likewise f o r  dust storms. On 

May 22 of this year the western part  of the s t a t e  staged both of these brands of 

mather  a t  one time. S. D. bllora, of the U. S. Weather Bureau, says o f  this exhi- 

b i t  ion: 

"Dust, picked up by high winds over the e n t i r e  western t h i r d  o f  the State ,  

f i l l e d  the air and i n  the southwestern counties it wa8 reported as dark as midnight 

at mid-afternoon. ! h o  violent tornadoes struck during this period of  darkness at a 

time when ;people had no warning of t he i r  approach. 

f o u r  persons, injured approxiinately 150, and caused a property loss  of three-quar- 

One, at Liberal, Kansas, k i l led  

t e r s  o f  a mill ion dollars,  The  other,  a few miles west and north of Garden City, 

k i l l ed  one man, inJured ten others,  and caused a 106s Of $25J000 i n  Property. Be- 

aides these especially violent storms, wind damage running into tens of thousands 

Of dol lars  was reported i n  other sections o f  western Kansas.Il 

The next day the air was generally calm, but great  rmmbers o f  dust whirls 

were seen over the plains. According t o  the Topeka Daily Capital, 

"Hundreds o f  s m a l l  whirlwinds formed, raged a f e w  minutes, spent tlieir 

force and disappeared. Some of the smaller whirlwinds appeared only a, few fee t  wide 

a t  the base and extended atraight into the air several hundred fee t ,  resembling a 

great plume. 

Uti1 they appeared a perfect picture  of a funnel shaped tornado cloud. 
sembled a burning o i l  well with a great  column of whirling dust extending hundreds 
of f ee t  high. 
ed on a quarter section of land and many reached suff ic ient  force t o  change the 
Course of a large automobile." 

The larger  ones swirled and whirled great  clouds of dust into the air 

Others re- 

In  many places 15 o r  20 o f  these whirling disturbances could be count- 
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