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By Charle P $5, tzhw;h Talman, 
Authority on Meteor0 bogy. 

1 
Contrary t o  popular b e l i e f ,  the passage of the sun over the earntor ,  

alias the llline,lf does not produce a storm. The llenuinoctial storm,ll o r  " l ine  

storm11 is a myth, but i t  i s  not uncommon f o r  the t a i b e n d  of a t ropical  cyclone t o  

give us a spe l l  of rainy, blustery veather i n  the ear ly  autmm, which the public 

ident i f ies  as the Ileouincctial.Il 

i t  came a whole month ahead of the eauinox, the s u g e s t i o n  vras heard i n  some crwr- 

te r s  that  i t  was the lleauinoctialll out of season. 

:.le recently had. a dose O f  such veather,  and. though 

me  recent coast s to rm vas remarkable fo r  i t s  e r r a t i c  course. I t  origi- 

nated i n  the eastern pa r t  of the t ropical  North Atlantic,  moved up in to  the temper- 

a t e  zone while s t i l l  well  eo the eastward of the ;iest Ind.ies, +;ave Bermuda a ra ther  

close shave, and then headed west f o r  the shores of North Carolina and Virgillia, 

where i t  vras central  on t he  morning of August 2 3 b  

On September 3 ,  1925, the naval  a i r sh ip  ItShenandoahll was destroyed i n  a 

E t O I Q I  over Ohio. 

" l ine sQual l , l l  which advances across the country w i t h  a l i nea r  f ront ,  so  that a 

long narrow s t r i p  of country i s  affected a t  the same time by i ts  passage. fke 

storm was described under t h i s  name i n  the newspaper reports o f  the disaster .  

Some author i t ies  believed th i s  storm t o  be O f  the type known &s a 

N O S t  

newspaper read-ers had never 

recurrence each year of the 

r e su l t  of a l l  t h i s  mas that  

an tiequinoctial stomll. 
( A l l  ri;:hts 

heard of a Itline sou all,^^ but  believed firmly i n  the 

Ifline storm,ll alias the ~~equ inoc t i a l~ l .  The curious 

the wreck of the ~'Shenm$.oah~l vas widely t o  
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