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By Charles Fitzhugh !Calman 
Authority on Meteorology 

More than twenty years ay;o the v r i t e r  of thefie notes began t o  gather 

frcm every possible source material  toward an all- inclusive dictionary of terms 

, r e l a t i n g  t o  weather. The task turns out to  be endless. Progress merely opens up 

new and l i m i t l e s s  vistas. I I H i l l s  peep o 'er  h i l l s  and Alps on Alps arise.11 

Spedcing of Alps-the Alpine lakes of northern I t a l y  have been p r o l i f i c  

i n  l o c a l  names of winds. 

llora" and the down-valley night breeze the llsover ,I1 I1soperoll or '%ento paesanoII-- 

On Lake h r d a  the up-valley day breeze i s  cal led the 

and that i s  merely the beginning of a l i s t  of more than twenty wind names pecul iar  

to that  one lake d ,  Probably a t  l e a s t  a hundred l o c a l  wind names are current i n  dif- 

fe ren t  p a r t s  of the Alpine region. 

If you a r e  not a mountaineer, perhaps you have never heard of a llsnow 

cornicell; a ledge of snow, shaped by the wind, projecting over the ed.ge of a prec- 

ipice.  

other hand, be a veteran a t  mountain-clirrbing, yet  not be w a r e  that  cer ta in  p a r t s  

I t  i s  a treacherous foe of the climber and the skier. YOU may, on the 

Of a cornice are known t o  s p e c i a l i s t s  as the Ilroot,I1 l l roOf , l t  tlface,ll tlscarp,ll etc. 

If you a r e  at a l l  acouaintsd. with anor, y o u k n m  that i t  i s  sometimes 

covered with a llcrust,ll but do you lmoF t h a t  d i f fe ren t  kinds of snow crus t  have 

been given d is t inc t ive  names? 

" f i l m  c rus t , "  Itfoam crust,ll Ifmarble crust ,( '  "sun crus t , "  and so on. 

Skiers and students of mountain snowfall speak of 
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