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By Charles Fitzhugh Taban, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The severe storm t h a t  recent ly  swept up the American coast has been 

traced to i t s  source -- of f  the coast of Africa, east of the Cape Verde Is= 

lands. Until  about ten years ago meteorologists hardly thought of seeking 

the or igin of a North Atlantic t rop ica l  storm i n  that quarter of the ocean. 

To Forecaster C. L. Mitchell, of the U. S. Weather Bureau, belongs 

the c red i t  of gather ing a large amount of s t a t i s t i c a l  material ,  preyiously 

unused, concerning such storms, and p l o t t i n g  the Uracks of a l l  those recorded 

during the years 1887 to 1923, inclusive. 

that many cyclones have t h e i r  s t a r t i n g  points  i n  the eas te rn  p a r t  of the Carib- 

I t  had previously been supposed 

bean, but the study mentioned revealed the f a c t  that they seldom, i f  ever,  orig- 

ina te  i n  that region. Those that are  f i r s t  reported there probably a l l  come from 

much fa r ther  to  the eastward; especial ly  from the v i c i n i t y  of the Cape 'Verde 

I t 3 b d S .  

Of the hurricane season, or iginate  i n  the western p a r t  of  the Caribbean and i n  

the G u l f  of Mexico. 

On the other hand, a good many,especially i n  the e a r l y  and l a t e  p a r t s  

(a1 r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service ,Inc.) 

SC IEMCE SPBVI CE 

Washington, D. C. 
21st and Constitution Ave. 


