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FRBVKLIN'S DUST IHIRL 

By Char l e  s F i  t zhugh Talman , 
Author i ty  on Me teoro1oC;y. 

:,,'hen I see a dust w h i r l  doing a de rv i sh  dance along a d r y  road I 

am reiainded of the one describec'. by Benjamin Frankl in  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  Pe te r  col- 

l inson.  

o the r  gentlemen t o  h i s  country s e a t  ... we s a w  i n  the vale below us a small 

whirlwind beginnirk. . i n  the road and shewing i t s e l f  by the d u s t  i t  raised and 

contained. 

i n s  up the h i l l  toyards us and enlarging as i t  came forward. 

I t  appeared i n  the form of a sugar-loaf, spinning on i t s  point,mov- 

\!hen i t  passed 

by u s  i t s  smaller  p a r t  mar the ground appeared no b igger  than a common b a r r e l ,  

b u t  widening w>inard i t  seemed, at f o r t y  or  f i f t y  f ee t  high, to  be twenty or  

t h i r t y  f e e t  i n  diameter. %e res t  of the company stood looking af ter  i t , b u t ,  

my c u r i o s i t y  be ing  s t ronger ,  I followed i t ,  r i d i n g  c l a e  by  i t s  side, and ob- 

served i t s  l i c k i n g  up i n  i t s  progress  a l l  the dus t  t h a t  as under i t s  smaller  

p a r t .  AS i t  i; a common opinion that a shot f i r e d  thrcugh a materspout m i l l  

break i t ,  I triec?. t o  break  t h i s  l i t t l e  vrhirlnind by strikiw my whip f requent ly  

through i t ,  b u t  without any e f f e c t .  

The w h i r l  turnsd from the road i n t o  ad jacent  woods, and Frankl in  noted 

t h a t  i t  encountered and enveloped the trunks of large trees without b i n g  broken 

up, so that he no longer  wondered t h a t  he had f a i l e d  t o  d i s s i p a t e  i t  a i th  h i s  

whip. 
Frankl in  t e l l s  us i t  llwas v i s i b l e  by means of the leaves containec7in i t  f o r  a 
very  g r e a t  he ight  above the trees." He adds: 

land,  he answered p leasant ly , fNo,  no t  a t  all common, but  we got  t h i s  on purpose 
t o  treat Mr.Franklin.' And a very h igh  t r e a t  i t  was. 

!'The yphirl m u s t  have become a n  unusual ly  b ig  one f o r  that reg ion ,  as 

'IUpon my asking Colonel Tasker i f  such whirlwinds were common i n  k r y -  
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