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LOCAL WIND NAMES 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The march of human knowledge i s  from the par t icular  t o  tho general, and 

the nomerlclatwe of science moves i n  the same direction. The individual  manifesta- 

t i o n s  of a iistural l a w  are  f i r s t  observed, and separately named; the law i t s e l f  

comes t o  l igh t  l a t e r ,  through the process of induction, and science then finds 

i t s e l f  'arrdened with a multitude o f  names f o r  one and the same phenomenon. 

This f ac t  is well i l l u s t r a t ed  i n  the history of wind nomenclature. In 

the modern sc i en t i f i c  c lass i f ica t ion  o f  winds, a score of names s d f i c e  fo r  them 

al l ;  i n  an e a r l i e r  generation, Aeolus ruled over a, populous kingdom, and hi6 sub- 

j ec t s  possessed, for o u r  forefathers,  an individuality that was expressed i n  a 

nomenclature of bewildering magnitude. The "wind cal led Euroclydon'l was , t o  St. 

Paul and h is  contemporaries, an isolated and d is t inc t  en t i t y  that no one thought 

of linking up with the general atmospheric circulation of the Mediterranean, 

the same sea we hear today of a lllevantertl i n  one place, a llmeltemtl at another, a 

On 

ltlabbetchll at s t i l l  another, and so  on. 

Throughout the wor ld  probably as many as f ive  hundred local names of 

winds are now i n  user 
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