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FEWTKLIN CN NORTHiLST STORMS 

By Charles Fi.t zhugh Talraan , 
Authori ty  on Meteorology, 

Apropos of the recent  llnortheast s tom, l l  Benjamin F r a n k l i n l s  Ciscovery 

concerning the :,iovement of such storms, vrliich I mentionec! a f e r  days ayo,  is 

f i r s t  recorded i n  a l e t t e r  t o  J a red  Z l i o t ,  i n  Connecticut, da ted  1747, i n  which 

Frarilclin says : 

Il\ie have f requent ly  a long t h i s  North American c o a s t  storms from the mr th -  

e a s t ,  which blow v i o l e n t l y  sometimes three o r  fow:  days, 

very  singu1,m opinion some years, v i z ,  that, though the ccurse of the r i n d  is from 

O f  these I have had a 

the nor theas t  t o  southwest, y e t  the course of t b  storm i s  from southwest t o  iiorth- 

ea s t :  that i s ,  the a i r  is i n  v io l en t  no t ion  i n  Vir&ilia before  it  moves i n  

Connectic.ut, an& i n  Connecticut before  i t  moves at Cape Sable ,e tc.  I' 

I n  1750 Bra&lin T r L t e  m x e  f u l l y  t o  E l i o t  on the same subjec t ,  t e l l ing ;  

how he was f i r s t  led t o  this opinion. He had planned t o  observe a11 e c l i p s e  of t h e  

moon a t  Philadel-phia ( the  d a t e  has  s ince  been f i x e d  as Oct.21,1743)but Tas pse- 

vented by the clouds of a nor theas t  s tor i i ,  ?,which, h w e w r ,  as he subseauently learn-  

ed, d i d  not begin a t  Boston, 250 mi les  f a r t h e r  no r theas t ,  u n t i l  the e c l i p s e  was over,  

He af te rward  c o l l e c t e d  r e p o r t s  of o t h e r  such storms and found i t  te be Ita constant  

f a c t  that no r theas t  storms begin t o  leeward. 11 He scggested the  f0 U O w i n g ~  explana- 

t ion :  

i38y of Mexico, t o  have clear weather f o r  s e v e r a l  days,  and t o  be heatbd 3y the sun, 
and i t s  air thereby exceedingly r a re f i ed .  
Pennsylvania,  Nova ScLtia  and Newfoundland, to be a t  the same t i m e  covered wi th  
clouds and i t s  air chil led.  and condensed. The r a r e f i e d  a i r  being l i g h t e r  must r ise,  
and the denser  air next  t o  i t  w i l l  p r e s s  i n t o  i t s  place: t ha t  w i l l  be f o l l m o d  by 
the next  denser  a i r ,  t h a t  by the next ,  and so  on.II 

Not u n t i l  the t h i r t i e s  of the n ine teenth  century was science ab le  t o  g ive  
a b e t t e r  cthough stQ11 incomplete explana t ion  --the r o t a r y  movement of storm winds. 

IlSuppose a g r e a t  t r a c t  0-? country,land and sea, to  w i t ,  F lo r ida  an& the 

Suppose the country north-eastward, as 
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