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SIGNS OF HURRICANdS -- 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on  Ne teorology,  

The approach of a severe t r o p i c a l  cyclone is heralded by  var ious s igns  

i n  the sea and. sky, familiar t o  everybody l i v i n s  i n  the 'lands where these tempests 

p reva i l .  Such are a rise i n  the barometer preceding i t s  s teady  f a l l ,  the ces sa t ion  

o r  r e v e r s a l  of the normal land and s e a  breezes  on coas t s ,  l u r i d  sunset s k i e s ,  and an  

increas ing  ocean swell. 

Some a l l eged  p o r t e n t s  of these storms shsuld not  be t aken  too se r ious ly .  

The credulous n a t i v e s  of the South Seas w i l l  t e l l  p u  t h a t  hur r icanes  i n  those ?arts 

are announced weeks i n  advance by  a tt.Tisting of the stalks of the banana and by a n  

increase i n  the y i e l d  of the f r u i t ,  as if t o  provide f o r  the coming s c a r c i t y  i r i c i ih t  

t o  the dea t r* ic t ion  of the p l an t s .  %st  Indians expect  a h u r r i c a m  when recl antsNds 

themselves and lh r r icam bird.6" ( sooty  t e rns )  a r r i v e  i n  lark@? numbers. I t  i s  ' _J 

a l l e g e d  that Chinese fishermen can  f o r e t e l l  the corning of a typhoon frolil a pecu l i a r  

d i s turbance  of the mater and the appearance of c e r t a i n  f ish n o t  seen a t  o the r  times. 

For tuna te ly  these l o c a l  prognos t ics ,  gcod, bad and i n d i f f e r e n t ,  are sup.plu- 

mented nomadays, wherever t r o 3 i c a l  storms are a menace t o  human welfare,by s c i e n w  

storm ra rn ings ,  based on charted weather r e p o r t s  gathered by wire a d  rad io  from 

v a s t  a r e a s  o f  land and sea. 
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