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September 13, 1933 7 WHY TW I7dxTHdR ? Mailed Septeixber 6,1333 ! 

HAMILTON'S HURRICANE 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

Apropos of the r ecen t  \Vest fndi'es hur r icanes ,  there  was one back i n  the 

year 1772 t h a t ,  i n  a,n i n d i r e c t  nay, had an imyortant inf luence on the h i s t o r y  of 

the United S ta tes .  This storm swept over  the West Ind ie s  i n  the lat ter days of 

August and the f i rs t  days of September, causing f r i g h t f u l  havoc among the Leeward 

Is lands .  A t  Dominica 18 vesse l s  were dr iven  ashore and k s t .  A t  Montserrat  and 

Nevis nea r ly  every house was blown down, as were g r e a t  ilumbers of houses elsewhere. 

On the shores  of St ,  Croix the sea rosu3 72 f e e t  above i t s  normal l e v e l ,  car ry ing  

every sh ip  at the i s l and  on shore. The total darrase i n  the Danish %st Ind ie s  alone 

was es t imated  a t  $5,000,000. 
"v 

Alexander Hamilton, then a boy, was l i v i n g  a t  the time on the islaiid of 

St.  Croix. He wrote a desc r ip t ion  of the hurr icane f o r  a l o c a l  newspager, and t h i s  

youthfu l  e f f o r t  a t t r a c t e d  such favorable  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  

Provided funds f o r  sending him t o  the northern co lonies  t o  be educated. 

the storm Hamilton might never have entered the a rena  of  American p u l i t i c s .  

But f o r  
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