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By Charles Fitzhugh Thlman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The Beaufort wind scale of 13 degrees, from 0 f o r  a calm up to  12 f o r  a 

hurricane, mas or ig ina l ly  designed f o r  the use of s a i l o r s  i n  estimating the force 

of the r i n d  at sea, but f o r  6ome years pas t  s a i l o r s  have ceasei to enjoy a monopoly 

of it. A s e t  of specif icat ions ada?ting the scale f o r  use on land vas dramn up by 

the Brit ish Meteorological Off i ce  and has been borrowed by other meteorological 

services,  includiny those of the United States  and Canada. I t  runs as follows: 

0. Calm; smoke rises ver t ica l ly .  
1. 
2. Vind f e l t  on face: leaves rus t le ;  ordinary vane move? by wind. 
3. 
4. Raises dust and loose p a p r ;  small branches are mover'. 
5. 
6. 

7. Whole t r e e s  i n  motion: inconvenience f e l t  when walking aga ins tn ind .  
8. Breaks twigs of t rees;  generally impedes progress. 
9. Slight s t ruc tura l  damage occurs (chimney-pots and s l a t e s  rsmoved) . 
10. Seldom experienced inland, t rees  uprooted; considerable s t ruc tura l  

11 Very ra re ly  experienced; accomganied by widespread damage. 

Direction of wind shown by smoke d r i f t  but not by mind vanes. 

Leaves and small twigs i n  constant motion; mind extends l i s h t  flag. 

k l l  trees  i n  leaf  begin to may; wavelets form on inland waters. 
Large branches i n  motion: whistl ing heard i n  telegraph vires; 

umbrellas used vri th  d i f f icu l ty .  

damage 

NO description i s  provided f o r  30. 12, mhich i s  the f u l l  force of a 
hurricane. 
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