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By Charles Fitzhugh Talnian, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

!&e l o f t i e s t  object i n  Xetv York City, as compared v i t h  surrounding s t r e e t  

l eve ls ,  i s  the neather vane i n s t a l l e d  a t  the top of the Emgire State Building, 

1,265 f e e t  above the yavement. In  the same comparative sense i t  i s  the highest- 

placed weather vane i n  the world, and i t  is  l ikevise  one of the l e a s t  conspicuws. 

In  i t s  insignif icant  dimensions and severely p la in  pa t te rn  i t  of fe rs  a marked con- 

trast t o  the wind index once most famil iar  to New Yorkers, the Diana of old Madison 

Square Garden, now relegated t o  a Philadelphia museurn. 

Unlike Diana, whose e f f o r t s  t o  aim her arrow s t ra ight  a t  the mind's eye 

were none too successful ( i n  hcr  l a t t e r  years she was clamped i n  a fixed posit ion,  

thus ceasing to  be a vind vane), the pointer at the summit of &-?ire State i s  not 

an a rch i tec tura l  embellishment. I t  vas desiglled. by a well-known Baltimore f i r m  of 

s c i e n t i f i c  instrument-makers f o r  no other purpose than t o  t e l l  which nay the mind 

b l o m ,  and i t  performs tha t  function as accurately as does the vane of the United 

States  Jeather Burear f a r t h e r  amntown. J u s t  below i t  i s  an anemometer, vrhich 

measwes the speed of the wind, and the indications of both instruments a m  trans- 

mitted e l e c t r i c a l l y  t o  indoor d i a l s  on fou r  d i f fe ren t  flcors of the vorld 's  

t a l l e s t  skyscraper. 
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