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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Buthori ty O i l  Ere teorology. 

Aviatcrs have recently adaptecl. t o  t h e i r  own pXposes an old id.ea i n  

Weather vanes. I n  the Mechanics' Ihgazine (London) f o r  1828 you may read: "To 

ascer ta in  the cou-se of the air x:hen there i s  not any perceptible vind blowing. -- 
Place a basin of va te r  i n  a f ree  exposure, throw a red hot cinder in to  i t ,  and ob- 

serve hot? the smoke which i t  produces inclines. Sa i lo r s  throw a piece of l i v e  

coal in to  the sea fo r  the same purpose.tt 

I n  yacht racing, when the v ind  i s  so l i g h t  that the pennant fa i ls  to  

3erform i t s  f h c t i o n  as a vane, the yachtsmall l i g h t s  a c igare t te  o r  a candle and 

notes which may the smoke d r i f t s :  a procei'ure t h a t ,  as D r .  Xanfred Curry r e a d s  

i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  guide t o  s c i e n t i f i c  yachting, i s  usually v i t i a t e d  by the burning 

object being placed phere i t  indicates  purelg loca l  air currents. 

The mind cone o r  wind Itsocktl conxi.only employed as a vane a t  a i r p o r t s  and 

landin.; fields also fails i n  a l i g h t  breeze and i t  is now supplemented i n  many 

cases by an  Oil-burning device, mhich emits a stream of  dense white smoke. The 

smoke i s  v is ib le  2,000 f e e t  o r  more overhead and i t  i s  placed d i r e c t l y  on the f i e l d ,  

showing the incoming p i l o t  the r:ind d i rec t ion  c k s e  t o  the spot where he nishes to  

land. Devised by a k m n ,  Dr. &rens, the smoke wizad-indicator has been in- 

s t a l l e d  at some B r i t i s h  and American airports .  A very s imilar  contrivance is 

employed on a i rc raf t -car r ie rs  of the B r i t i s h  Navy. 
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