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By Charles Fitzhugh Talmaii, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

If you d i s l ike  mind, one place There you can get  away from i t  i s  the hear t  

of a great  fores t  i n  Br i t i sh  Guiana. Major R.X.G. Hinzston, i n  h i s  recent book, 

“A I?aturalist i n  the Guiana Forest,!’ describes as fol lons the remarkable calmness 

Of the air under the ta l l  trees:  

ll\r’Jhat vas very noticeable on the forest-floor was the almost complete 

absence of mind. There was seldom a breath of air  a t  the foot of the t rees  and the 

temperature did not vary there more than about four degrees Fahrenheit. The ear ly  

mornings were always perfect ly  s t i l l ,  no matter how tremendous might have been the 

gale that  had swept the tree-tops on the previous night. One might expose a 

photographic p la te  f o r  half &n hour  and not a sign of leaf movement vould be 

vis ible  in.hthe picture. Our sleeping and feeding she l te rs  had no malls, yet we 

mere never troubled with gusts of milid. Papers could be l e f t  night and day lying 

on the tables but would never be blown away. The canopy a t  times shook violently 

enough, and clouds might be seen through i t  scudding across the sky, while, every.- 

thing on the forest-floor remained. perfect ly  poaceful and s t i l l .  ‘1 
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