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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Me teorologg. 

c__-- 

The autumnal equinox has arr ived,  and so has the equinoctial  storm -- 
somewhere. 

nobody realized that storms are alvays O f  limited geographical extent ,  and that  

liken popular notions about t h i s  storm originated,  and long afterrnard, 

stormy Teather never prevai ls  over more than a S m a l l  f ract ion of the ea r th ' s  t o t a l  

surface at any one time. 

cause s t c m y  vaather overywhem, and th i s  idea i s  s t i l l  cormlion outside of 

s c i en t i f i c  c i rc les .  

The posit ion o f  the sw at  the qquinox was supposed. t o  

Honadays you can eas i ly  learn the t ru tb  about equinoctial storms by con- 

sul t inq the f i l e s  of da i ly  neather maps. 

storms a t  the equinoxes, bo th  vernal and autUmm1, i n  some par ts  of the rrorld, but 

also that  there are always other and more extensive Portions of the v o r l d  There no 

storms occur at these times. 

Christmas Day a d  'Labor Day and every other day throughout the year. 

always storms somewhere and there is alvays calm weather somewhere, and the total 

area mhere storms prevail  a t  any par t icu lar  time is always a r e l a t ive ly  small pa r t  

of the globe. Lastly,  there i s  no par t  of the globe where,inrthe long run, storms 

are more l i ke ly  t o  occur a t  o r  near the equinoxes than at some other periods of the 

year 
The autumn equinoctial storm o f  vhich me hear i n  Amrfca and the equinoc- 

t ia l  storms of spring and autumn of which people talk i n  tho Old World a re ,  there- 

fore ,  myths; o r ,  i f  you afsh t o  put i t  ailother may, Itequinoctial storrnll i s  merely a 

nwe f o r  any s p e l l  of stormy weather that  may happen i n  any l o c a l i t y  around the date 

of an equinox. 

These maps show YOU that  there are always 

\kat  is  t rue,  moreover, of the equinoxes i s  true of 

There are 

( A l l  ri&lts reserved by Science Service, Inc.) ---------_ 
SCIBJCE SdRVICE 

LVashington, D.C. 
21s t and Cons 1; i tu t ion  Ave 


