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MATHIdJ LA DB&4E 

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l i n ,  
Authority on Ne teorology. 

Outside the ranks of orthodox meteorologis ts  theye have been a number of 

gersons whose nea ther  Yredic t ioiis ,  mostly of the t110ng-ran331f v a r i e t y ,  though a l t o -  

ge ther  unsound and u n s c i e n t i f i c ,  have brought them much fame. One of  the  mos t  

ce lebra ted  of these prognost icators  was a Frencban  named phi l ippe Bntoine Mathieu 

de la  Dr&e, ur, as he usua l ly  wrote h i s  imine , Mathieu (de la  DrGme) 

Mathieu mas born i n  1808 and d i ed  i n  18651 He vas an ardent  p o l i t i c i a n ,  

mas e l ec t ed  tc, the  Consti tuent Assembly, and was imprisoned and then ex i led  from 

France i n  consequence of the coup d ' g t a t  of December, 1851. 

country i n  1859. 

He re turned to  h i s  

About 1855 he turned his a t t e n t i o n  t o  the subjec t  of weather gre- 

d i c t i o n ,  and i n  1862 he IJublished a memoir on t h i s  sub jec t ,  addressed t o  the Minis ter  

of Publ ic  I n s t r u c t i o n ,  bearillg on f ie  t i t l e  page the motto IIOne can p red ic t  the 

neather  as one p red ic t s  the risin;.; and s e t t i n g  of the heavenly bodies-ll The system 

Of p r ed ic t ion  s e t  f o r t h  i n  this work is  based on the movements of the moon ana at- 

mos?hsric t ides .  

I n  1864 a p p a r e d  the f i r s t  of  a series of almanacs bear ing h i s  name, 

Tublished by himself and h i s  descendants down t o  a recent  time. The a l m n a c s  con- 

tained weather p red ic t ions ,  o r i g i n a l l y  so general  i n  t h e i r  wording t h a t  they Could 

hardly fail .  

s p e c i f i c  as t o  both  time and p lace ,  and covered a l l  p a r t s  of Europe. 

Later, a f t e r  the founder 's  death,  the predic t ions  became lnuch more 

As has l1aP- 

pened i n  connection n i th  a good many o ther  almanac weather fo recas t s ,  those Of 

Mnthieu, th0-h pe r fec t ly  worthless ,  a t t a i n e d  immense popularity.  
( A l l  r i g h t s  reserved by Science Service,  Inc.)  
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