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By Chnrle s F i t  zll&yh Talman , 
Authority on Ue teorology. 

hold on popular imgina t ion  since i t  was first  brought t o  the fore i n  1881 by S i r  

>iilliam momson ( l a t e r  Lord Kelvin) i n  h i s  president ia l  address befbre the mathemati- 

ca l  a d  physical section of the Br i t i sh  xssociation f o r  the Advancement of Science. 

Wind paver i s  inexhaustible and costs  nothin,-. It  is  available over a much greater 

area of the e a r t h ' s  surface than i t s  r i v a l ,  water power. No wonder, therefore, the 

world has been looking forr;(lar& hopefully for  half a century t o  the in s t a l l a t ion  of 

mind-driven e l e c t r i c  power plants on a scale so  vast  as t o  solve the problem cf a 

maning fue l  supply. 

This dream i s  s t i l l  far from rea l iza t ion ,  but such plants have a t  least 

ceased t o  be purely experimental. Many firms on both sides of the Atlnntic are  now 

engaged i n  the business of ins ta l l ing  them, and marked progress i n  t he i r  design hcs 

been m:>,de within the past  ten years, The most s t r ik ing  improvements have been i n  the 

design of the wind-wheel. The rculti-bladed wheel, as commonly employed i n  Bmerican 

windmills, has l a t e l y  given place to  two-armed and four-armed wheels, the blades of 

vhich a re  modeled more o r  less closely a f t e r  the propeller of an airplane. 

cases the blades are of s t rem-lcne shape, so that  the wind not only exerts a nSaxhum 

pressure at the f ront  but also a m a x i m u m  suction e f f ec t  i n  the same direct ion a t  the 

I n  some 

rear. 
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