
? WHY THE JZATHER ? Mailed September 26,1933 

A Science Service Feature  
Released upon r e c e i p t  
b u t  intended f o r  use 
October 3, 1933 

___ -__I- 

A_ MENORABLE GALE) 

By Charles F i t z h q h  Talman, 
Author i ty  on Meteorology. 

Apropos of the recent  storms along the A t l a n t i c  coas t ,  a correspondent re- 

minds me  that one of the most memorable g a l e s  t h a t  eve r  v i s i t e d  New England about 

the equ inoc t i a l  b t e  mas t h a t  of September 23, 1815, asgskaphic account of which i s  

given i n  Sidney Perleyfs IIHistoric Storms Of New England.tt 

mense devas ta t ion  by land  and sea. 

This storm caused im- 

I t  destroyed o r  damaged thousands of bu i ld ings  

and took v a s t  t o l l  of woods and f o r e s t s :  and t h i s  conjunct ion of events  had an in- 

t e r e  s t i n g  result. 

"In order , "  says  Per ley ,  " to  save as much as they could from the ruins of 

t h e i r  fQrests, the owners had the logs sawed i n t o  lumber, with which they construct-  

ed houses,  barns  and o t h e r  bui ldings.  

season of such bu i ld ing  a c t i v i t y  as p reva i l ed  i n  1817 and 1818, the logs having been 

Probably New England never knew another  

sawed i n  the minter  of 1815-1816, and the lumber seasoned during the following 

The winds c a r r i e d  salt water more than f o r t y  miles in land ,  where the 

f a i l i n g  rain had a strong br iny  taste, brooks and small r i v e r s  became quite brackish ,  

and some spr ings ,  i t  is s a i d ,  d i d  not  f u l l y  recover  from the effects of the salt  de- 

P o s i t  f o r  years  afterward. A t  that d i s t ance  from the ocean the sa l t  gave a l l  

vegeta t ion  "the appearance of having suffered from a severe frost* 

Ol iver  Vendell Holmes, who was s i x  years  o ld  a t  the time of the  stoma, h&S 

given us a n  amusing account of i t  i n  his poem IIThe September Gale." 
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