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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman 
Authority on Meteorology. 

me tempest tha t  devastated Tampic0 the other day vas the most destructive 

though probably not the most severe of the t rop ica l  cyclones t h a t ,  during the past  

tno months, have developed i n  unusual numbers i n  the t rogical  l a t i t u d e s  of both the 

Atlantic and the Pacific. How the avant w i l l  rank i n  the catalogue of memorable 

storm disasters we cannot yet  say with any degree of confidence. 

Generally speaking, disastrous v i s i t a t i o n s  of nature a re  not long 

remembered by the norld a t  large. Few are  even mentioned i n  the wr i t ten  h i s t o r i e s  

of nations. A recent writer has cal led a t ten t ion  to the f a c t  tha t  the grea tes t  and 

most destructive storm that ever v i s i ted  the B r i t i s h  I s l e s  -- that  of  November, 

1703 -- does not ge t  a word of notice i n  a Standard twelve-volume h is tory  of Englad,  

One reason f o r  t h i s  i s  tha t  such d i s a s t e r s  hardly ever influence t o  any 

marked extent  the general course of human affairs. 

earthquakes and the l i k e  a re  usual ly  negligible and t h e i r  economic e f f e c t s  transi-  

The p o l i t i c a l  e f f e c t s  of  storms, 

tory. 

1923,mith i t s  attendant f i r e s ,  the most aGpalling natural  d i s a s t e r  of the present 

As to the l a t t e r ,  somebody has estimated tha t  the Japanese earthquake of 

century, did not set Japan back economically by more than a twelve-month. 
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