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CLOUDS IN THE TRKDE 1IiQS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Meteorology. 

The weather i s  usually f ine  i n  the two trade-wind b e l t s ,  the northeast and 

the southeast trades. These l i e  on e i the r  side of the equatorial  lldoldrums,ll which 

a re  famous f o r  calms variad with squalls, fo r  clouds and r a in ,  and f o r  muggy, op- 

pressive moather. 

of the type kiiown 88 "trade cumulus," with plenEy of blue sky between them. 

The trades have t l ieir  clouds, but they a re  mainly detached masses 

"The pecul ia r i ty  of these clouds,11 says a recent British description, "is 

that the upper pa r t  i s  usually inclined obliquely to the f l a t  base. I n  some cases 

the cumuli are of considerable s ize  while at  other times they a r e  small. Often they 

degenerate into smll dome-sbped o r  lens-shaped masses. h n e r a l l y  these clouds 

cover a comparatively small extent of the area of the sky, but not infrequently a 

thin hard broken strato-cumulus extends over the sky with such regilla'l'ity that, when 

seen i n  perspective near the horizon, i t  presents the appearance of a ser ies  of  bars, 

Such clouds are of ten called t r o l l  cumulus. I The clouds die  away i n  the evening, 

and at night the sky is usually cloudless. Trade cumulus is formed at re la t ive ly  

low heights, from about 500 to 2,000 feet ."  

Moderate squalls, accompanied by a l i t t l e  r a i n  and small s h i f t s  of mind 

direct ion,  are  not unknown i n  the trade-wind regions, but they are not associated 

w i t h  heavy clouds. 
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