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BIRDS 

By Charles Bitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology, 

H a i l s t o m s  doubt less  o f t en  cause heavy m o r t a l i t y  among b i r d s  arid s a 1 1  

animals ,  b u t  d e f i n i t e  records on t h i s  sub jec t  a r e  sca rce r  A case i n  Prhich numerous 

b i r d s  were thus k i l l e d  ha6 just been repor ted  by Prof. J*H* Gates, of the Louisiana 

S t a t e  Universi ty ,  Baton Rouge. The hailstorm i n  quest ion occurred. on the evening 

of A D r i l  20, 1933, when considerable  damage was done i n  Baton Rouge and v i c i n i t y  

by h a i l s t o n e s  ranging up t o  the  s i z e  of hen ' s  eggs. 

On the morning fullowing the 6tom.1, s W s  Prof ,  Gates, many dead bird.s were 

fould on the campus of the univers i ty .  The mor t a l i t y  appears t o  have been much 

heavier  i n  the suburbs. where, i n  one open a r e a  Of f i ve  acres, a man co l l ec t ed  26 

dead bob-nhites. Meadowlarks, sparrons, mocking-birds, Virginia  ca rd ina l s  and 

o the r  b i r d s  were found dead along the highways. A f lock  of s c a r l e t  !€wagers 

must have been pass ing  through the reil;ion of the stom on the night  u f  i t s  OCCW- 

pence, and i t  i s  es t imated  t h a t  s eve ra l  thousands of b i r d s  of t h i s  spec ies  alone 

yere killed o r  injured.  
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