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BIRDS % ILLED BY HAIL
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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology.

Hailstorms doubtless often cause heavy mortality among birds and small
animals, but definite records on this subject are scarce. A case in which numerous
birds were thus killed has just been reported by Prof. W.H. Gates, of the Louisiana
State University, Baton Rouge. The hailstorm in guestion occurred on the evening
of April 20, 1933, when considerable damage was done in Baton Rouge and vicinity
by hailstones ranging up to the size of hen's eggs.

On the morning fullowing the storm, says Prof. Gates, many dead birds were
found on the campus of the university. The mortality appears to have been much
heavier in the suburbs where, in one open area of five acres, a man collected 26
dead bob-whites. Meadowlarks, sparrows, mocking-birds, Virginia cardinals and
other birds were found dead along the highways. A large flock of scarlet Tanagers
must have been passing through the region of the storm on the night of its occur-
rence, and it is estimated that several thousands of birds of this species alone
mere killed or injured.
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