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The t rade  minds blow from e a s t e r l y  quadrants, except vhen b r i e f l y  in t e r -  

rupted by  the passage of cyclonic  d is turbances ,  and they never subside to  a calm, 

bu t  011 the o t h e r  hand. they are by no means SO s teady  and. regular i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c t i c n  

o r  force  as they a r e  supposed t o  be by almost everybody except s a i l o r s  mho have e x  

per ienced t h e i r  capr ic ious  behavior. They Vary considerably from hour to  hour and 

from day t o  day. 

and p o s i t i o n s  of the g r e a t  an t icyc lones ,  l y ing  on t h e i r  poleaard borders ,  from nhich 

These v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  connected wi th  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  the i n t e n s i t y  

they blow. 

The v a r i a t i o n s  of these winds are symptomtic  of far-reaching atmospheric 

movements, which p e r h a p  r e f l a c t  f luctuett ions i n  the amount of energy received by 

the earth from the sun; determined, a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  by  var iab le  condi t ions in tile 

upqer atmosphere, and Berhaps also i n  p a r t  by v a r i a t i o n s  i n  the  sun's output  of 

energy. It  w a s  S i r  Napier Sham who pointed gut years  ago that the re  is no more 

favorable  place on the globe for " fee l ing  the pulsell of the atmospheric c i r c u l a t i o n  

than the i s l and  of St. Helena,located far from cont inenta l  d.isturbances i n  the 

h e a r t  of the southeas t  t rades .  
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