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By Charles F i  tzhugh Talman, 
ku thor i  t y  on Meteorology, 

71th the poss ib le  except ion of the word t tb l izzard t l  there  i s  no term i n  the 

weather vocabularymhose o r i g i n  and e a r l y  h i s t o r y  have been the sub jec t  of more re- 

search and. d i scuss ion  than 1tInd.ian summer." A classic memoir on this term w a s  

published by Albert  Matthew i n  the Monthly Veather Review i n  1902. The e a r l i e s t  

e x m p l e  of i t s  use t h a t  Mr. hiatthews was able  t o  c i t e  a t  t h a t  time was one from the 

journa l  of I\(ajor Zbenezer Denny, da t ed  1794. La ter  Mr. Matthems discovered a11 ex- 

ample of the French eauiva len t  of the term i n  a Fork published i n  1787, bu t  perhaps 

mrit i ;en i n  1778; t h i s  mork being a French t r a n s l a t i o n  from the  Enelish.  I n  1911 the 

l a t e  Jos iah  Idorrow, of Lebanon, Ohio, found three examples i n  the jou rna l  of Gen. 

Jos iah  &mar, kep t  i n  the Northwest Te r r i t o ry ,  i n  w h a t  are now the S t a t e s  of Indiana 

and Ohio, i n  1790. 

Fie do not  know where o r  when the term mas f i r s t  employed and 1.7e are 

eaua l ly  i n  the dark as t o  hot? the name f t Indiani t  came t o  be appl ied  t o  a summer-like 

period i n  the autumn, About a dozen d i f f e r e n t  reasons have been sug,i;ested. They 

are a l l  mere guesses, though one o r  another  of them i s  o f t en  s t a t e d  i n  p o s i t i v e  

terms as the true explanation. 
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