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Tropical hur r icanes  have nreckeg a g r e a t  many bui ld ings  t h i s  yea r ,  and much 

of the a t t endan t  loss of l i f e  would n o t  have happened i f  these buildin,!;s had with- 

stood the violence of the wind. The p r a c t i c a l  l esson  to  be d r a m  from a l l  such 

d . i s a s t e r s  i s  t h a t  i n  hurr icane coun t r i e s  people should bu i ld  €or hur r icanes ,  if t h e i r  

means permi t ,  jus t  as, i n  count r ies  sub jec t  t o  f requent  earthquakes,  the inhab i t an t s  

should b u i l d  f o r  earthauakes.  Dr .  M.T. Cook, a r e s iden t  i n  Puerto Rico, P r i t i n g  of 

a recent  hurr icane i n  t h a t  i s l and ,  says:  

malls of msonry  and f l a t  t i l e  roo f s  without p ro jec t ing  eaves. 

to any g r e a t  exteii t .  

!%ey a e r e  n o t  clmac,ed 

me b e r i c a n  bungaloF type of Imuse, p i t h  s tee l - re inforced  

'-ails and corrugated galvanized r m f i n g ,  has become very popular i n  recent  years. 

The n a l l s  of these residences stood, but most of the roofs  were blown p a r t l y  o r  com- 

p l e t e l y  aFay. 'Illis mas p a r t l y  due to the f a i l u r e  t o  anchor the roofs  properly and 

p a r t l y  t o  the fact  t h a t  the pro jetting eaves a re  except iona l ly  favorable  f o r  h w r i -  

cane daiuage. Most of the frame houses v e r e  damaged, some of them bejrond r epa i r .  The 

g r e a t  major i ty  o f  the Teoyle a r e  very y o r ,  as i s  the case i n  a l l  t ro-a ica l  coun t r i e s ,  

and l i v e  i n  f ra i l  l i t t l e  houses constructed of fragments of lumber, o ld  roofing,  old 

boxes, palm leaves ,  e t c .  These houses a re  destroyed i n  g rea t  numbers. The money 

value i s  very  small and thoy are of such simple cons t ruc t ion  t h a t  most O f  them can 

be r e b u i l t  a i t l i i n  a fev days.11 
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21s t  and Cons t i tu t ion  Ave. 


