e e

4 Science Service Feature

Released upon receipt
but intended for use
October 14, 1933 T WHY THE .8aTHeR 7 Mailed October 7, 1933

AUTULY a1D SPRING

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman,
Authority on Meteorology

Just why autumn and spring -~ the two transition months between winter and
summer -~ should be so unlike in our climate is not altcgether clear. A strong

contrast between them undoubtedly exists, but this contrast is nrobably much en-
hanced by our personal impressions. The feeling of exhilaration and spiritual up-
1ift that we experience on a fine autumn day, while partly due to the state of the
atmosphere, is nrobably also in part a reaction to the sumptuous colors of the
landscape, the soft haze in which all distant objects are bathed, and the aroma of
liaf-dust and smoke that pervades the air. Then, again, the crisp coolness of
autwan is a welcoms relief frbm the rigors of winter to beasts and birds living
in a state of nature, but for civilized human beings -- warmly clad and warmly
housed -~ winter is not, in general, an uncomfortable season.
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