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m e  old-fashioned Indian summer i s  as much a myth as the old.-fas!ij.oned 

wiilter. I n  former t imes,  as to$.ay, the autumn USWlly brought to  the northern 

United S t a t e s  and southern Canada one o r  more per iods of mild,calm and hazy VeatheS, 

bu t  the dates of occui-rence of such weather were as va r i ab le  as they a r e  now. The 

not ion  t h a t  Indian summer gradiually ceasedto be a pronounced., d e f i n i t e  and long- 

enduring event  of the autumnal calendar  i s  not  new. 

I n  1833 a n  un iden t i f i ed  Sal t imorean m o t e  of I i d i a n  surmer: "It i s  worthy 

of remark t h a t ,  according t o  the r e c o l l e c t i o n  o f  our  o lde r  i nhab i t an t s ,  i t s  former 

du ra t ion  :,7as of t en  three o r  four  weeks, whereas i t s  present  continuance i s  s h o r t  and 

unce r t a in ,  seldom exceeding ten o r  f i f t e e n  days. I t  apnears ,  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  

C?ecline has been somewhat r egu la r ,  keeping pace wi th  and ev ident ly  inf luenced by 

the gradual  uncoverin..; sf the country." 

I n  h i s  h i s t o r y  o f  Trerrnont, uublished i n  1842, Lad.oclr Thompson says: !'But 

i t  appears t h a t  from the  commencement of the s e t t l e a e n t  of the country the Indian  

s m e r s  have gradual ly  become more and more i r r e g u l a r  and l e s s  s t r i k i n g l y  marked i n  

t h e i r  cha rac t e r ,  u n t i l  they have almost ceased to be noticed.Il I n  the same year  

J.F. '!atson m o t e  t h a t  i n  Pennsylvania Ind.ian summer Ifwas fcrmerly much more manifest  

than of later years." 

The delusion. .  s t i l l  p reva i l s .  
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