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IIIDIAN SUMME2 AND ITS K I N  

By Charles Fitzhugh T a l m a n ,  
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

-_I__--- 

m e  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  a n  Indian  s m e r  occurs every autumn i s  b u t  one of 

s eve ra l  not ions preva len t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of the world concerning the occurrence 

of unseasxmbly narm and. cold per iods a t  d . i f fe ren t  times of the year. Correspond- 

ing t o  .)ur Indian summer i s  the "St. Mar t in ' s  summertt t h a t ,  according t o  the folic- 

lore  of England sild western con t inen ta l  Europe comes about  St .  Mar t in ' s  day 

(November 11). Another English t r a d i t i o n  relates t o  ltStr Luke's l i t t l e  Summer11 

A l l  S a i n ~ ' j  day. I n  con t inen ta l  &rope there  are t r a d i t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  to  f u l l y  a 

dozen o t h e r  autumnal Itsummers. I t  

Our American v i n t e r s  include,  according t o  New England t r a d i t i o n ,  the 

"January thaw. 11 Our sprinp;s a r e  supposed t o  include the "dogmood minter,f l  the 

ttsnowball winter"  and others .  The English expect the flblnckthorn minter t1  nhen t h e  

blackthorn blossoms i n  April .  Elsewhere i n  Europe the most famous of the 

supaosedly r ecu r ren t  cold s g e l l s  of sp r ing  i s  t h a t  of the llice saints11 tovard the 

middle of Nay. 

newly shorn sheep comes every June. 

According t o  German weather l o r e ,  a chiDly per iod dangerous t o  

I t  i s  ca l l ed  the Schafkalte (tlsheep-coldfl). 

I n  the United S t a t e s  and Canada a b r i e f  llsquaw winter,ll mith gray sk ie s  and snow 

f l u r r i e s ,  i s  supposed t o  precede Indian summer. 

The t r u t h  back of a l l  these not ions i s  t h a t  the temperature curve of t h e  

year i s  never a snooth one bu t  always a s e r i e s  of ups and downs. 

nate  T i t h  co ld  spells b u t  there  i s  no r e g u l a r i t y  about t h e i r  occurrence. 
that some of them are d e f i n i t e l y  r ecu r ren t  events  i n  the calendar  i s  n o t  borne Out 
by weather statist ics,  

iYarm spells alter- 
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