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JmING @OUT THE WEATHW &@ 

Jaking at the expense of t h e  weather prophet seems t o  be a universal  cus- 

tom. This remark i s  suggested by an experience of C.P. Skrine, an off icer  of the 

Indian P o l i t i c a l  Service. 

%uchtst.anj< b. B r i n e  s a i d  last ye& in  a lecture:  

Describing h i s  t rave ls  among the Damanis of Persian Ba--. 

"Tho Damanis are cheerful v i l l a i n s ,  when not too mch on t h e i r  guard. f 

was surprised at being asked suddenly by onc o f  than whether we, the Br i t i sh ,  had 

mullahs Qho t o l d  us when it mas going t o  ra in .  

metoorologist at Simla, I repl ied tha t  we had. 

Thinking of my fr iend the govormcnt 

'Does he always prophesy corroctly?c 

they asked. 

times vrong. 

by thaeepresent. T h a t  arc you laughing abaut?! 1 asked. Pointing t o  a sheepish- 

looking old grayboard in a hug0 turban, my questioner oxplaincd: 'This is our arullah, 

He's alnays praying f o r  rain and t e l l i n g  us it  is corning, but he ' s  "3VIR right!" 

I was obliged t o  admit tha t  even the mteorological  experts were some- 

lhis reply was passed round ?in d ia lec t  and roccivod with much chuckling 

%on s c i c n t i f i c  men j a k e  about s c i c n t i f i c  wcather forecasts.  Tho l a t o  

F.W. Clarke, of the U.S. Geological Survcy, made del ightful  fun Of the U.S. iJcathcr 

Bureau's predictions in his  '"QTIIO of the  R a i n  Machho,l' and no h a m  Was done. Until  

noather prediction becomes absolutely i n f a l l i b l e  -- if it ever does --. it m i l l  

probably continuc! t o  be the subject of good-natured jss t ing.  
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