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X,diviicHBLd SQUALL 

One of tile most s p c t a c u l a r  squalls on record was observed on October 8, 

1 
1929, near  the  mouth of the Shatt-al-Arab, a t  the head of the  Pers ian  Gulf. I t  i s  

descr ibod as fol lows by Capt. S.J. Odrshott: 

bar that a small, r ap id ly  r i s i n g  cloud l?ad appeared i n  the e a s t .  

i t  ttTisted an6 turned so r a F i d l y  t h a t  i t  seemed t o  be i n  the vo r t ex  of a n  a e r i a l  

A s  i t  z o t  h igher ,  

vh i r lpuol .  Before long i t  had spread out  i n  the shape Of a mushroom and probably 

covered an  area of about  20 miles.  A t  the same t h e  the breeze sprang up ancl the 

sauall began t o  t r a v e l  t m a r d  us. 

surface of land alia F a t e r ,  1,Vhile on i t s  back black masses ro l led  and turaed Over on 

themselves i n  a most exce? t i3na l  manner. I t  mas t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  from allything I 

have seen a t  sea  d-urii?g t~en ty -one  years  i n  a l l  ?arts of the vorld.  

When i t  had reached about a mile to  the  sOUtl.1 of Us, a n a t e r s y u t  formed 

i n  i t s  c e n t e r  and the  whole rass rushed overhead l ike a trernendous umbrella. ~8 

the edge came imniedintely above us, i t  was l i k e  looking Up a t  a fal l in?;  c l i f f ,  80 

disappeared i n  a slioFer of r a i n ,  the vliole squall i n  about twee hours being below 

the western horizoLi, l eav ing  a f r e s h  r i n d  bu t  a c l e a r  sky." 

I n  s tdyi i i .?  the h i e t o r y  o f  the Pers ian  Gulf a t  the B r i t i s h  l-useum Ca?t&in 

Oakshott found d .escr i> t ions  of two similar storms; one i n  1626 and one i n  1775. 
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