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--- THE IIJDIUN SUImidB TRADITION 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authority on Ue teorology. 

2!m conception of Indian summer as a s ingle  and d e f i n i t e  event of the 

autumnal weather program appears t o  be f i rmly  rooted today i n  the minds of most 

people l i v i n g  i n  the northern United S ta t e s  and southern Canada, bu t  i t  i s  not  very 

old. Albert  Matthems, of Boston, who has  devoted more than t h i r t y  years to  the 

aues t ,  has  been able t o  trace the name "Indian summertt back only t o  the year 1790, 

and the conceytion embodied i n  the name apparently d i d  not  o r ig ina t e  very 10% be- 

fo re  that da te .  .&ylier l i t e r a t u r e ,  though i t  contains  many desc r ip t ions  of the 

American autumn, does not  ind ica te  a b e l i e f  on the p a r t  of the Tdters  that the 

f i n e s t  weather of t h a t  season was n o p a l l y  concentrated i n  a s ing le  period of a f ew 

o r  severa l  daye. 

sileather records fa i l  to support t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  idea. Indian summer 

weather i s  a de l igh t fu l  r e a l i t y ,  but  i t  usua l ly  Occurs i n t e rmi t t en t ly  i n  the aut- 

and some years  b r i n g  much more of i t  than others .  Occasionally an autumn fails  t o  

produce any weather of the balmy, t r anqu i l ,  hazy type t h a t  we assoc ia te  n i t h  

Indian summer. 
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