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By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on lie teorology. 

The Rev. J. Gordon Hayes, i n  h i s  book IlAntarctica,l' g ives  a number of 

examples of the remarkable clistances a t  vhich var ious  noises  have beon heard i n  the 

po la r  regions.  Shackleton heard the voices  of Hurley and Nacklin i n  conversat ion 

when they mere about a mile and a half x,?ay on the Weddell Sea pack ice. One of 

the members of Shackletonls  expedi t ion to ld  N r .  Hayes: We used t o  hear old Crean 

cussing h i s  dogs mi les  away." Scot t  wrote of hear ing  the barking of dogs,  i n  calm 

Teather ,  a t  a d.istance o f  seven o r  e ight  mi les ,  and Mr. Hayes mentions by  r a y  of 

compar.ison t h a t  i n  England. the baying of  foxhounds can be heard,  under favorable  

condi t ions ,  a t  a d i s t ance  of three and a h a l f  miles.  

heard whales blowing i n  Mchlurdo Sound seven miles away and was a b l e  t o  time the 

Ponting, of S c o t t ' s  expedi t ion,  

per iods of t h e i r  b l a s t s .  

W i b i l i t y  is favored b y  the dense air of high l a t i t u d e s  and perhaps also 

by  the small b u t  not  too small amount of moisture present ;  b u t  cases  i n  which sounds 

have been heard a t  remarkable d i s t ancos ,  whether i n  the polar regions o r  e l senhere ,  

must be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  the exis tence of a temperature "inversion11 -- an  increase  of 

temperature n i t h  e l e v a t i o n  -- the e f f e c t  of  which is  to  bend back tornard the e a r t h  

sc.mnd naves that t r a v e l  ob l ique ly  upnard. 
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