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A famous or ,sanizat ion of weather observers mas that riiaintainecl by the 

lLeteoroloSica1 Socie ty  of the P a l a t i n a t e ,  founded a t  Mannheim i n  1780 under the 

ausgices  of the  E lec to r  Plarl Theodor. The chief  c r e d i t  f o r  the epoch-making woylc 

of  t h i s  s o c i e t y  i s  due to  i t s  sec re t a ry ,  J.J. Hemmer, cour t  chaplain t o  the  e l ec to r .  

The s o c i e t y  d i s t r i b u t e d  s tandard instruments t o  i t s  observers ,  mho were n i d e l y  

s c a t t e r e d  over the world: v i z . ,  four teen  i n  Gemany, two i n  Austria-Hungary, tmo i n  

Svritzerland,four i n  I t a l y ,  three i n  France,  f o u r  i n  Belgium and Holland, t h ree  i n  

Russia, f o u r  i n  Scandinavia, and tmo i n  North &er i ca  ( a t  Bradford and Cambridge, 

Mass.). 

those usually t&en a t  our present-day weather s t a t i o n s ,  and the r e s u l t s  were 

The observat ions,  taken three  times a day, were more var ied i n  scope than 

Published i n  d e t a i l  in a s e r i e s  of twelve l a r g e  yearbooks, e n t i t l e d  Zphemerides; 

S o c i e t a t i s  Mcteorologicae Pa la t inae ,  the l a t e s t  being f o r  the year  1792. 

Although the a c t i v i t i e s  of t h i s  s o c i e t y  came to  an  elld i n  the  t roublous 

days of the French Revolution, the records i t  had. co l l ec t ed  served as the SrOUQd- 

Fork f o r  f r u i t f u l  s t u d i e s  dur ing  the next generat ian.  I t  was from t h i s  source t h a t  

the German p h y s i c i s t  H.V. Brandes obtained the d a t a  f r o u  nhich he  was able  t o  ilratn, 

about 1819, a s e r i e s  of d a i l y  m a t h e r  maps of Zurope f c r  the year 1783; the f i r s t  

synchronous meather cha r t s  ever  d r a m ,  so far as we know. 
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