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PRdCIPITuTION @D- PR8SIDdNTS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

me worst  drought i n  American hi ' s tory occurred while l!r. Hoover mas Presi-  

dent  of the United S ta t e s .  He mas not  r ee l ec t ed ,  and the druusht may have cont r i -  

buted a l i t t l e  t o  t h a t  event.  A t  any r a t e ,  h i s  defea t  i s  i n  l i n e  wi th  ideas  s e t  

f o r t h  by 3r. Robert ililarshall i n  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d '  "p rec ip i t a t ion  and Pres idents  ,!I 

published i n  The Nation;, March 23, 1927. 

nor theas te rn  and the western north-central  United S t a t e s ,  leading to  the conclusion 

t h a t  when the r a i n f a l l  du r ing  a p r e s i d e n t ' s  term is above normal, h i s  p a r t y  genera l ly  

wins the succeeding e l e c t i o n ,  whereas if  the r a i n f a l l  is below normal, i t  does 

not. He says:  

llSm=dng up the records of the tw regions over a per iod o f  100 yea r s ,  in 

22 cases  out  of 25 the quadrennial  rainfall pred ic ted  the next pres ident .  The p a r t y  

i n  power mas v ic to r ious  a f t e r  a p e c i p i t a t i o n  g r e a t e r  than the normal, and was 

vanquiFhed a f t e r  a p r e c i p i t a t i o n  188s than normal i n  88 p e r  cent.  of the p r e s i d e n t i a l  

e l ec t ions .  

p r o b a b i l i t y  Of coincidence between p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and p r e s i d e n t i a l  succeesion i n  22 

I t  can be shown s t a t i s t i c a l l y  that were chance alone opera t ing  the 

ins tances  out  of  25 mould be only 1 i n  14,603. 

t h a t  there  is Some s igni f icance  to  the observed re la t ionship .  11 

Conseguently i t  seems almost c e r t a i n  
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