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I?OVz&LBBEII I N  Til0 COITTITUWTS 

By Charles Fitzhugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Ue teorology, 

& c o d i n g  to  S i r  !;!alter Sco t t ,  ItNovember's sky i s  c h i l l  and drear,!!  an& 

Tom Hood m i t e s :  

llNo ptarmth, no cheer fu lness ,  no h e a l t h f u l  e a s e ,  
No comfortable fee l  i n  any member, 
No shade, no sh ine ,  no b u t t e r f l i e s ,  no bees ,  
No f r u i t s ,  no f lowers ,  no l s aves ,  no b i r d s  -- No-vember.11 

But the facts about American November weather are not  t o  be found i n  

Br i t i sh  -poetry. Xeither can they be found i n  'American Poetry t h a t  draws i t s  ideas 

about Nature from B r i t i s h  sources,  I th ink  i t  was Brnest I n g e r s o l l  who once 

recorded the paradoxical  experience of s i t t i n g  outdoors i n  the spa rk l ing  sunsh im 

Of a g l o r i m s  Xovember day and reading the lamentations of the poe ts  over t h i s  

theore t i c a l l y  lugubrious month. 

Our Novembers i n  North &er i ca  a r e  not  cheer1e6sr 

S t a t e s  and southern Canada the month i s  l i k e l y  t O / i n t e m i t t e n t l Y  wint ry ,  b u t  i t  is 

no more dismal and uncomfortable than the  two o r  three months following; r a t h e r  less 

I n  the northern United 
be 

so ,  i n  fact ,  because the in t e r ludes  i n  the program of a in t rY  meather are gene ra l ly  

d ry ,  hazy and Indian-summery, ins tead  of br inging  thaw and r a i n ,  I n  the  southern 

United S t a t e s  t h i s  month i s  a second October, bu t  cooler  and more serene than the 

f irst  cne. 

American Novembers a s ton i sh  Europeans. Prof.  B i l l i a m  Q o n  Phelps was 

showing a Frenchman over Yale Universi ty  one mid-November day and asked him: "kht 

do you think of our November climate7'I The v i s i t o r  r e p l i e d ,  I I I t  i s  crazy.'l 

(All r i g h t s  reserved by Science Serv ice ,  Inc.) 

--------..- 
SCIENCE SfiRVICE 

Washington, D.C. 
21s t  and Cons t i tu t ion  &e. 


