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By Charles F i  t zhugh Talman , 
h t h o r i t y  on Meteorology. 

The farnous s i rocco  (alias scirocco)  of the Mediterranean region -- 
i n t e r e s t  i n  vhich vas renemsd soma years  ago by Norman Douglas's cap t iva t ing  novel 

IISouth JindsfI -- i s  not  one wind 'but several. Almost any warm souther ly  o r  south- 

e a s t e r l y  m i &  blovring over the Mediterrarlean and the ad jacent  lands i s  l i k e l y  t o  be 

c a l l e d  a s i rocco ,  b u t  while some o f  the breezes  t o  which t h i s  name i s  app l i ed  are 

moist  and muggy, o the r s  a r e  excess ive ly  dry. 

Siroccos a r e  i n i t i a l l y  hot and d ry  because they blow from the s t ro i ig ly  

heated d e s e r t s  of North Af r i ca ,  and whereever. they blow down mountain s lopes  

before  leav ing  the  coas t  they are made s t i l l  h o t t e r  and d r i e r  by the IffoehnIt 

process. I n  c ross ing  the Uediterranean they  absorb a :reat d e a l  of moisture 

reach leenard coas t s  t o  the north as damp winds. I f ,  however, they cross mountains 

a f t e r  reaching land ,  they a r e  agaill heated and d r i ed  i n  descending the  opposite 

s lopes.  Thus i t  happens t h a t  the s i rocco  of  northern S i c i l y  -- at Palerrno, f o r  

example -- i s  extremely d r y  and dusty.  

The I t a l i a n s .  s ay  of a dull book, "Era s c r i t t o  i n  tempo d e l  Sirocco" -- "It was 

m i t t e n  dur ing  the s i rocco.  11 
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