
A, Sciencg Service mature 
Released uson r e c e i p t  
bu t  intended f o r  use 
November 8,  1933 ? WHY TIIE %WIR3:R ? Mailed November 1,1933 

By Charles Fitshugh Talman, 
Authori ty  on Meteorology. 

A c o b r  photograph of a rainbow over Niagara Gorge, below the Horseshoe 

F a l l s ,  i s  published i n  the November number of the National Geographic Magazine, 

and a f i n e  photograph, not  i n  co lo r ,  showing p a r t s  Of a double bow a t  Niagara was 

taken two years  ago by the General E l e c t r i c  Company. The e a r l i e r  p i c t u r e  was made 

at n i g h t ,  iphen the F a l l s  were flood-lighted. 

vvaterfalls a f ford  an  opportuni ty  f o r  s tudying  rainbows more p e r f e c t  than  

those seen i n  the  sky, because the bows formed i n  the spray  of a fall  a r e  o f t e n  

complete c i r c l e s .  

Vic tor ia  Fall.8, in Africa, a r e  descr ibed by one w r i t e r ,  Colonel Molyneux, as the 

crowning spec tac le  of this famous cataract. 

The bows seen i n  the  huge masses Of vapor r i s i n g  from the  

He says: 

"At  every t u n  and i n  every view of the water ,  green f o l i a g e  and dazz l ing  

foam, the g lor ious  double rainbow follows one, whether i n  the rich pr i smat ic  co lors  

of the daytime o r  the n e u t r a l  t i n t s  of the moonlight. '&'hat wonder that the more 

anc ien t  na t ive  name of the cataract w a s  'Bonge , t  the place of the rainbow? For 

here  s u r e l y  a l l  the rainbows of the world must come t o  play i n  the moonlight.ll 
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