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I n  S i r  idalter S c o t t ' s  novel "Old Mortali ty1'  a tenant  farmer complains that 

h i s  son has  been asked by the owner of the e s t a t e  t o  use a winnowing machine, Itthus 

impiously thwart ing the  v i  U. of Divine Providence 

s h i p ' s  a i n  p a r t i c u l a r  use by human art,  in s t ead  of s o l i c i t i n g  i t  by  prayer ,  o r  Fait- 

fng p a t i e n t l y  f o r  whatever d i spensa t ion  of wind Providence was pleased t o  send.11 

by raisin,: wind f o r  your leddy- 

Prof ,  E.S. McCartney, i n  a r ecen t  number of the Classical deekly,  c i tes  

Product ion of wind by mechanical means, 

formerly opposed t o  the  use of anes the t i c s .  

S i r  James Y. Simpson, the S c o t t i s h  phys ic ian  who was the f i rs t  t o  use chloroform 

in medical  p r a c t i c e ,  mentions t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  t o  fanning machinery as follows; 

These objec t ions  were analogous t o  those 

Writing i n  1847 on the la t ter  sub jec t ,  

Itsome of the more r igid sect of D i s sen te r s  loudly declaimed a g a j n s t  the 

'Winds, 1 they argued, (vere  raised by God a lone ,  employment of  any  such machinery. 

and i t  was i r r e l i g i o u s  i n  man t o  a t tempt  to  raise wind f o r  the a fo resa id  Purpose 

for himself and by e f f o r t s  of h i s  own.' Mr. O i l f i l l a n ,  the well-known S c o t t i s h  

Poet ,  has  furn ished  me w i t h  evidenco of one clergylnan debarr ing from the COmrimnion 

o f  the Lord's Supper those rnembors of the  flock who thus i r r e v e r e n t l y  used the 

'Devi l ' s  wind, '  as i t  was termed. And such sent iments ,  I be l i eve ,  were not  un- 

common within the memcry of some aged members of the present  .generat ion."  
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